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4047 Iron Works Parkway
Lexington, KY 40511

Phone: (859) 246-2040
Fax: (859) 246-2039                                                                                                                             

TO: KHRG Board

FROM: Susan Speckert, Chief Operating Officer

DATE October 14, 2026

RE: RFP FOR PUBLIC RELATIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES  

Prior to 2024 SB 299, the Public Protection Cabinet provided communications services 
to KHRG in line with the larger communications strategy of the administration. As our 
organization has changed and our regulatory jurisdiction grown, our communication 
challenges have increased.   

On August 28, 2026, we issued an RFP for Public Relations and Strategic 
Communications to identify a full-service firm to provide and implement a 
communications and public relations plan to increase communication and transparency 
with stakeholders, licensees, relevant media, the betting and wagering public, and 
elected officials.

The primary objectives for the engagement include:   
  

regulate
Providing crisis communications/responses as necessary
Providing media training to key staff members
Creating a strategic communications plan using modern and effective media 
avenues and tools, including social media.

We received four proposals. The selected proposal was provided by BCH, an 
advertising and public relations firm located in Louisville. KHRG previously contracted 
with BCH for our new branding. They have an intimate understanding of our work and 
history, enabling them to hit the ground running. They have offered an outstanding plan 
at the best value to the KHRG and the Commonwealth.   

The proposed 12-month cost is $100,000, plus allowable expenses.    
The request will be presented to the Finance Committee in advance of the Board 
meeting. KHRG staff recommends approval.   
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BOARD ACTION

_____________ Approve

_____________ Defer

_____________ Deny

@kyhorseracing | KHRC.KY.GOV   An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D
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Fax: (859) 246-2039                                                                                                                             

TO: Kentucky Horse Racing and Gaming Board of Directors

FROM: Ashleigh Bailey, Chief Legal Officer

DATE October 27, 2026

RE:
PROPOSED CONDITIONS ON LICENSES TO CONDUCT LIVE HORSE RACING,
SIMULCASTING, PARI-MUTUEL WAGERING AND SPORTS WAGERING FOR 2027

licensure to conduct horse racing, simulcasting, pari-mutuel wagering, and sports 

wagering, it is recommended that each racing association certify that it shall comply 

with certain conditions proposed in the attached.  

The conditions cover regulatory notifications, operational reporting, racing integrity 

requirements, and wagering integrity requirements. KHRG staff recommends approval 

of the proposed conditions.  

@kyhorseracing | KHRC.KY.GOV   An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D
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Jonathan Rabinowitz
CHA I R MA N                                                                                                                                                     

4047 Iron Works Parkway
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Phone: (859) 246-2040
Fax: (859) 246-2039                                                                                                                             

TO: Kentucky Horse Racing & Gaming Board of Directors

FROM: Travers Manley, SVP of Gaming & Media Relations

DATE October 26, 2026

RE:
LICENSES TO CONDUCT HORSE RACING, SIMULCASTING, PARI-MUTUEL WAGERING,
AND SPORTS WAGERING FOR 2027

All nine licensed racetracks in Kentucky submitted applications to renew their licenses 
to conduct horse racing and associated wagering activities in 2027. Additionally, all 
eight of the racetracks currently holding operator licenses for sports wagering submitted 
renewal applications for 2027.
  
Kentucky Horse Racing & Gaming (KHRG) staff thoroughly reviewed each application. 
Today, KHRG staff recommends approval of the following nine applications for licenses 
to conduct horse racing, simulcasting, and pari-mutuel wagering, and eight applications 
for sports wagering operator licenses.  

Churchill Downs conducts thoroughbred racing, simulcasting, pari-mutuel wagering on 
live and historical horse racing, and sports wagering in Louisville, Kentucky. In addition 
to the main track site, Churchill Downs offers wagering at Derby City Gaming and 
Derby City Gaming Downtown in Louisville, Kentucky. Churchill Downs also conducts 
simulcast wagering and sports wagering at the Louisville Thoroughbred Society. KHRG 

dates:

2027 Spring Meet (* denotes optional race days): April 24, 25, 26*, 27, 28, 29, 
and 30; May 1, 2*, 3*, 4*, 5*, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10*, 11*, 12*, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17*, 18*, 
19*, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24*, 25*, 26*, 27, 28, 29, 30, and 31; June 1*, 2*, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7*, 8*, 9*, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14*, 15*, 16*, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21*, 22*, 23*, 24, 25, 26, 
27, 28*, 29*, and 30*; July 1, 2, 3, and 4 (44 race days and 28 optional race 
days)
2027 September Meet (* denotes optional race days): September 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13*, 14*, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20*, 21*, 22, 23, 24, 25, and 26 (14 race days and 4 
optional race days)  
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 2027 Fall Meet (* denotes optional race days): October 24, 25*, 26*, 27, 28, 29, 
30, and 31; November 1*, 2*, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8*, 9*, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15*, 16*, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22*, 23*, 24, 25, 26, 27, and 28 (26 race days and 10 optional 
race days)   

 Total Race Days: 84 race days and 42 optional race days  
  
Churchill Downs conducts retail sports wagering through an agreement with Sports 
Information Services Limited d/b/a Kambi, and mobile sports wagering with Plannatech 
(KY) Corporation d/b/a Prime Sportsbook, and has requested the renewal of its sports 
wagering operator license for 2027. KHRG staff recommends approval.   
  

  
  
Cumberland Run conducts harness horse racing, simulcasting, pari-mutuel wagering on 
live and historical horse racing, and sports wagering in Corbin, Kentucky. In addition to 
the main track site, the track conducts wagering operations at its Williamsburg, 
K
with the following race dates:  
  

 2027 Meet: October 17, 18, 19, 24, 25, 26, and 31; November 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 15, 
16, 22, and 23 (16 race days)  

  
Cumberland Run conducts retail and mobile sports wagering through agreements with 
Crown KY Gaming, LLC d/b/a DraftKings and Circa Sports KY, LLC d/b/a Circa 
Sportsbook. Cumberland Run has requested the renewal of its sports wagering 
operator license for 2027. KHRG staff recommends approval.   
  

  
  
Ellis Park conducts thoroughbred racing, simulcasting, pari-mutuel wagering on live and 
historical horse racing, and sports wagering in Henderson, Kentucky. In addition to the 
main track site, the track conducts wagering operations at Owensboro Racing and 

race dates:  
  

 2027 Meet (* denotes optional race days): July 8*, 9, 10, 11, 15*, 16, 17, 18, 22*, 
23, 24, 25, 29*, 30, and 31; August 1, 5*, 6, 7, 8, 12*, 13, 14, 15, 19*, 20, 21, and 
22 (21 race days and 7 optional race days)  

  
Ellis Park conducts retail sports wagering through an agreement with Kambi and mobile 
sports wagering through Penn Sports Interactive, LLC d/b/a theScore. It has requested 
the renewal of its sports wagering operator license for 2027. KHRG staff recommends 
approval.  
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Keeneland conducts thoroughbred racing, simulcasting, and pari-mutuel wagering on 
live horse racing at its track in Lexington, Kentucky. It is also part of a joint-venture 
agreement with Lexington Trots Breeders Association, LLC to conduct pari-mutuel 
wagering on historical horse races. Keeneland also conducts simulcasting on leased 
premises at the same facility while not conducting a racing meet. KHRG staff 

  
  

 2027 Spring Meet: April 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, and 23 
(16 race days)  

 2027 Fall Meet: October 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, and 
23 (17 race days)  

 Total Days: (33 race days)   
  
Keeneland does not hold an operator license for sports wagering and did not submit an 
application to obtain one in 2027.     
  

  
  
Kentucky Downs conducts thoroughbred racing, simulcasting, pari-mutuel wagering on 
live and historical horse racing, and sports wagering in Franklin, Kentucky. In addition 
to the main track site, the track conducts wagering operations at its facility in Bowling 

with the following race dates:  
  

 2027 Meet (* denotes optional race days): August 25*, 26, 27*, 28, 29, 30*, and 
31*; September 1*, 2, 3*, 4, 5, 6*, 7*, and 8 (7 race days and 8 optional race 
days)  

  
Kentucky Downs conducts sports wagering through agreements with DraftKings and 
Circa Sportsbook. Kentucky Downs has requested the renewal of its sports wagering 
operator license for 2027. KHRG staff recommends approval.    
  

  
  
Oak Grove conducts harness horse racing, simulcasting, pari-mutuel wagering on live 
and historical horse racing, and sports wagering in Oak Grove, Kentucky. In addition to 
the main track site, the track conducts wagering operations at Marshall Yards Racing 
and Gaming in Calvert City, Kentucky. KHRG staff recommends approval of Oak 

  
  

 2027 Meet (* denotes optional race days): March 21*, 22*, 23*, 28*, 29, and 30*; 
April 4*, 5, 6*, 11*, 12, 13*, 18*, 19, 20*, 25*, 26, and 27*; May 1*, 2*, 3, 4*, 9, 10, 
11*, 15, 16*, 17, 18*, 23*, 24, 25*, 30*, and 31; June 1*, 6*, 7, 8*, 13* 14, 15*, 
20*, 21, 22*, 23*, 27*, 28, 29*, and 30*; July 4*, 5, 6*, 7*, 11*, 12, 13*, 14*, 18*, 
19*, and 20* (18 race days and 42 optional race days)  
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Oak Grove conducts retail sports wagering through an agreement with Kambi and 
mobile sports wagering through an agreement with FBG Enterprise OpCo, LLC d/b/a 
Fanatics. Oak Grove has requested the renewal of its operator license to continue 
conducting sports wagering in 2027. KHRG staff recommends approval.   
  

  
  
Red Mile conducts harness horse racing, simulcasting, and pari-mutuel wagering on 
live horse racing in Lexington, Kentucky. Red Mile also conducts pari-mutuel wagering 
on historical horse racing through a joint-venture agreement with Keeneland. KHRG 
staff   
  

 2027 Meet: July 25, 26, and 27; August 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 9, 10, 11, 15, 16, 17, 18, 22, 
23, 24, 25, 29, 30, and 31; September 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20, 21, and 

Crown)  
  
Red Mile conducts retail and mobile sports wagering through an agreement with 
American Wagering, Inc. d/b/a Caesars Sportsbook. It has requested the renewal of its 
operator license to continue conducting sports wagering in 2027. KHRG staff 
recommends approval.   
  

  
  
Sandy Ridge conducts Quarter Horse racing, simulcasting, pari-mutuel wagering on live 
and historical horse racing, and sports wagering in Ashland, Kentucky. KHRG staff 

  
  

 2027 Meet: July 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, and 29; August 5 and 6 (8 race days)  
  
Sandy Ridge is licensed to conduct retail and mobile sports wagering through an 
agreement with BetMGM, LLC d/b/a BetMGM and mobile sports wagering through 
Hillside Kentucky, LLC d/b/a bet365. It has requested renewal of its operator license to 
continue conducting sports wagering in 2027. KHRG staff recommends approval.   
  

  
  
Turfway Park conducts thoroughbred racing, simulcasting, pari-mutuel wagering on live 
and historical horse racing, and sports wagering in Florence, Kentucky. In addition to 
the main track site, the track conducts wagering operations at its facility in Newport, 

following race dates:  
  

 2027 Winter/Spring Meet (* denotes optional race days): January 1, 2, 3*, 4*, 5*, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10*, 11*, 12*, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17*, 18*, 19*, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24*, 25*, 
26*, 27, 28, 29, 30, and 31*; February 1*, 2*, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7*, 8*, 9*, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
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14*, 15*, 16*, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21*, 22*, 23*, 24, 25, 26, 27, and 28*; March 1*, 2*, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 7*, 8*, 9*, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14*, 15*, 16*, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21*, 22*, 23*, 
24, 25, 26, 27, and 28* (50 race days and 37 optional race days)
2027 Holiday Meet (* denotes optional race days): December 1, 2, 3, 4, 5*, 6*, 
7*, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12*, 13*, 14*, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19*, 20*, 21*, 22, 23, 26*, 27*, 28*, 
29, and 30 (16 race days and 12 optional race days)
Total Race Days: 66 race days and 49 optional race days

Turfway Park conducts retail sports wagering through an agreement with Kambi and 
mobile sports wagering through Betfair Interactive US, LLC d/b/a FanDuel. It has 
requested the renewal of its sports wagering operator license for 2027. KHRG staff 
recommends approval.  
---------------------------------------

KHRG staff recommends approval of licenses to conduct horse racing, pari-mutuel 
wagering, and simulcasting with the race dates noted in this memorandum and on the 
enclosed 2027 calendar to Churchill Downs, Cumberland Run, Ellis Park, Keeneland, 
Kentucky Downs, Oak Grove, Red Mile, Sandy Ridge, and Turfway Park. KHRG staff 
further recommends approval of sports wagering operator licenses for Churchill Downs, 
Cumberland Run, Ellis Park, Kentucky Downs, Oak Grove, Red Mile, Sandy Ridge, and 
Turfway Park.  

@kyhorseracing | KHRC.KY.GOV   An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D
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Andy Beshear
GO V E R N O R     

Jacqueline Coleman
L I E UT E NA NT  G O V E R NO R

Jamie Eads
P RE S ID E N T  &  CE O

Jonathan Rabinowitz
CHA I R MA N                                                                                                                                                     

4047 Iron Works Parkway
Lexington, KY 40511

Phone: (859) 246-2040
Fax: (859) 246-2039                                                                                                                             

TO: Kentucky Horse Racing & Gaming

FROM: Hannah Simms, Director of Sports Wagering

DATE October 27, 2026

RE: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF SPORTS WAGERING CATALOG RECOMMENDATIONS

In accordance with 809 KAR 10:002, licensees may offer only authorized categories of sporting 

(KHRG) website, subject to Section 1(3), which permits qualifying wagers without separate 

Wagering Catalog and staff recommendations for Board consideration, including ratification of 

prior approvals where indicated.

KHRG staff reviewed the materials submitted in support of these requests under 809 KAR 

10:002, Section 2. The review considered outcome verification, the reliability and independence 

of the process generating the outcome, integrity monitoring controls, the likelihood that wagers 

could affect the outcome, and conformity with applicable law. The requests and corresponding 

staff recommendations are summarized below.

New Requests and Clarification

The following requests were submitted by licensed service providers and reviewed by KHRG 

staff. Each entry identifies the proposed catalog addition or clarification and the corresponding 

recommended Board action.
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Event/Category 
Governing 

Body/Organization 
Additional 

Information Recommendation 
Link for 

More Info 

eSports 
Esports Umbrella  
No Huddle Clash 

No Huddle Clash is a 
professional Esports 
competition under the 
Esports Umbrella 
association. 
Competitions are 
played using Madden 
NFL in a 1 vs. 1 
format. Esports 
Umbrella is an Anti-
Corruption Supporter 
with ESIC.   

Recommend 
Approval 

No Huddle 
Clash  

Golf 
Golf League (WTGL) 

WTGL is a 

golf league featuring 
team-based, 
technology-supported 
competition in an 
arena setting. The 
request concerns clear 
approval of the 

competition.   

Approval 
Clarification 

WTGL  

Badminton 

Badminton World 
Federation (BWF)  

Grade 1, Grade 2, 
and Grade 3 events 

BWF was added to 

Wagering Catalog on 
March 10, 2026. The 
proposed clarification 
specifies that the entry 
includes eligible BWF-
sanctioned Grade 1 
major events, Grade 2 
tour events, and Grade 
3 Continental Circuit 
tournaments, including 
International 
Challenge, 
International Series, 
and Future Series. 
Prohibited amateur 
youth events remain 
excluded.   

Approval 
Clarification 

BWF  

Basketball NBA (Preseason) 

The NBA included in 
their preseason 
schedule a match 
between the London 
Lions vs the Portland 
Trail Blazers that took 

Approval 
Ratification 

London 
Lions  
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place on Monday, 
October 12. The 
London Lions are part 
of the Super League 
Basketball under FIBA, 
a previously approved 
governing body.

Soccer
Award 

or Award

Awarded to the best 
male and female 
players in the world, 
without distinction of 
championship or 
nationality. The Ballon 
d'Or is awarded based 
on three main criteria: 
Individual 
performances, team 
performances and 
achievements, and 
class and fair play.

Approval 
Clarification

Ballon D'Or

@kyhorseracing | KHRC.KY.GOV   An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D
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L I E UT E NA NT  G O V E R NO R

Jamie Eads
P RE S ID E N T  &  CE O

Jonathan Rabinowitz
CHA I R MA N                                                                                                                                                     

4047 Iron Works Parkway
Lexington, KY 40511

Phone: (859) 246-2040
Fax: (859) 246-2039                                                                                                                             

TO: Kentucky Horse Racing & Gaming

FROM: Drew Conners, Director, Incentives & Development

DATE October 8, 2026

RE:
KTDF ALLOTMENT REQUESTS BASED UPON THE SUBMISSION AND APPROVAL OF 

THE KTDF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON 9/29/2026  

The KTDF Advisory Committee met on Tuesday, September 29, 2026, and approved the 
following KTDF Allotment Requests:

Turfway Park, LLC requests KTDF purse allotments in the range of $13.1 million to 
$14.1 million for their 2026/2027 holiday/winter/spring race meets. This also includes 
the use of up to $235,700 in KTDF to promote their race meets in accordance with 
KRS.230.400.

A summary of all details pertaining to these requests follows this memorandum.

The Kentucky HBPA and KTA-KTOB recommend approval.

KHRG staff recommends approval.

_____________ Deny

@kyhorseracing | KHRC.KY.GOV   An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D
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Jamie Eads
P RE S ID E N T  &  CE O
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CHA I R MA N                                                                                                                                                     

4047 Iron Works Parkway
Lexington, KY 40511

Phone: (859) 246-2040
Fax: (859) 246-2039                                                                                                                             

TO: Kentucky Horse Racing & Gaming

FROM: Katie Smith, CFO

DATE October 16, 2026

RE: FINANCIAL REPORTS

Please find attached the following reports/financial information:

Attachment 1 August and July monthly financial statements
Attachment 2 Listing of all purchase requests approved to date in accordance with 

@kyhorseracing | KHRC.KY.GOV   An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D
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